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What is a PoWer of attorney?
A Power of Attorney is a legal document that allows 
you to appoint someone (who will be called your  
Attorney) to handle your financial and legal affairs 
while you are alive.

Why you need a PoWer of  
attorney?
If you are planning an overseas holiday your Attorney 
can be authorised to pay your bills and manage your 
other financial affairs. You may decide you no longer 
want the burden of managing your finances and legal 
matters while you enjoy your retirement.

A Power of Attorney can be drafted to meet your  
specific needs, whether that means it will be in  
operation for a specific period of time or for a specific 
purpose or even indefinitely.

Who should i aPPoint as my  
attorney?
As your Attorney is able to enter into legal and  
financial agreements, assume debt and dispose of  
assets on your behalf, it is vital that your Attorney  
understands your wishes and can be trusted to act 
them out.

People often appoint their adult children, spouse,  
de facto partner or siblings to act as their Attorney. 
While it is not necessary to appoint a family member,  
it is important that the person you do appoint can be 
trusted and has business or financial skills to manage 
your affairs.

What tyPe of PoWer of attorney 
do i need?
There are two types of Powers of Attorney, an Ordinary 
Power of Attorney and an Enduring Power of Attorney.

An ordinary Power of Attorney is only effective while 
you continue to have the mental ability to make  
decisions for yourself. That is, you still understand  
the nature and effect of your actions. An ordinary 
Power of Attorney is most useful where you will be 
overseas or unable to attend to important business  
or financial matters during a specific period of time.

An Enduring Power of Attorney continues to operate 
even when you no longer have the mental capacity to 
manage your own affairs. While it is good for everyone 
to have an Enduring Power of Attorney, it is particularly 
important for elderly people to consider this particular 
Power of Attorney.

What are the limits of a PoWer 
of attorney?
It is important to remember that a Power of Attorney 
ceases to have any effect when you die and does not 
give the Attorney any authority to make decisions 
about your lifestyle, medical treatment or ongoing 
welfare.

hoW do i make a PoWer 
of attorney?
A Power of Attorney can be made by signing 
a “generic” form in front of a solicitor,  
barrister, Court Registrar, licensed  
conveyancer or employee of the NSW Trustee 
and Guardian. However, at Lighthouse Law 
Group we understand that a “generic” form 
cannot take into consideration your unique 
personal circumstances so our team of  
solicitors will help tailor a Power of Attorney 
to suit you.

Where do i keeP my PoWer of  
attorney?
It is important to keep your Power of Attorney in a  
safe place that can be easily accessed in the event  
that you need it. At Lighthouse Law Group we offer  
a complimentary service to our clients where we  
store your important documents in our safe custody  
cabinets, with you being able to access them at any 
time (during business hours) at no extra cost.

What next?
If you think this applies to you, contact our office to 
discuss how a Power of Attorney can be tailored to suit 
your personal situation.


